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Waiting for Services

Dakotah and Tyler are five year old twins diagnosed with autism, global developmental delays, and Pica.  
Dakotah and Tyler are nonverbal and have emotional problems that cause physical aggression towards 
themselves and others. Both boys require 24 hour supervision due to their elopement risk, and desire to 
eat inedible objects of any kind. Dakotah and Tyler attend school half days in the Derby school district. They 
use the PECS system at school and home to help communicate their needs and wants. The boys also have 
a younger sister who is 2 years old. She has a rare eye condition that causes her eyes to cross constantly. 

Their parents struggle in caring for their children, especially the boys’ needs as the family does not have 
Medicaid due to income eligibility requirements. Both Dakotah and Tyler are on the waiting list for the 
MR/DD HCBS waiver. The family applied for the Autism waiver and ranked number 62 and 65 on the 
waiting list as well. 

The family has applied for annual family support funds to assist with respite care, diapers and wipes; 
however the family never receives enough funds to cover the enormous needs of having two children 
with autism. All the needs of a family with a special needs child doubled; and those needs and level of 
care constantly changing and increasing.

Visit InvisibleKansans.org for more on what you can do to help. 

Recycling Tip

Jar lids from items such as peanut butter, 
mayo, spaghetti sauce, etc. make great 
saucers for the kids’ paint. Just wash, re-use 
then store them with the other paint supplies.
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