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From the Desk of the
     Smart Start Coordinator

Our Smart Start lending library is up and 
running and we have had several visitors 
come to the El Dorado office to check out 
books. If you are interested in learning more 
about items we have available, please 
contact us! 
	
Suggested Readings for October

Becky Bailey, the author of Conscious 
Discipline, wrote the Shubert books. The 
Schubert series is a unique set of books 
designed to build character through 
conflict for both children and adults. 
 
Shubert demonstrates helpful ways for 
children to solve problems, while Mrs. 
Bookbinder models Conscious Discipline 
strategies for adults. The Shubert books 
combine quality children’s literature with 
parent education and educational staff 
development. Shubert is a win-win for 
transforming conflict into cooperation for all 
parties involved. 

Our lending library has 
the following books 
for loan. Shubert is a 
S.T.A.R., Shubert Rants 
and Raves, Shubert Sees 
the Best, Shubert’s Big 
Voice, Shubert’s Choice,

Shubert’s Helpful Day, Shubert’s New 
Friend.  Please contact the Smart Start 
office in El Dorado in order to check these 
books out!

Must Reads 
       For This Month 

(continued from front)

The Smart Start office moved from Augusta to El Dorado during the month of August. 
Although we were sad to leave our wonderful friends at Mid-Kansas Community 
Action Program and Head Start, we were thrilled to have such a warm welcome from 
our co-workers at Bright Beginnings. The Bright Beginnings staff helped us with the 
move and they very kindly rearranged their own work spaces to hold the three Smart 
Start staff members who joined them in their office. 

Our cell phone numbers and email addresses have remained the same, our other 
contact information is the same as Bright Beginnings: 409 N. Main, El Dorado, KS 
67042; phone (316) 320-1342 and fax (316) 320-1216.

I would like to thank the many members of the Butler County Child and Family 
Development Task Force, the fantastically patient child care providers, and the 
supportive parents who have called, emailed, and sent notes of support during our 
time of transition during the bankruptcy. Butler County is a fantastic community and 
your encouragement and friendship continues to be the best part of our Smart Start 
program. 

Audra Kenneson, LMSW
Smart Start Coordinator

shared or if something else captures their 
attention.  

Since one of the key benefits of sharing stories 
with infants and toddlers is fostering a close 
relationship with the child or children, it is 
best to share stories with no more that three 
children at a time, so everyone can nestle 
close.  Keeping groups small also allows each 
child to be an active participant.  Small groups make it easier to maintain the child or 
children’s interest through eye contact and touches.

Our attitude as we share stories is critical if we want these experiences to be 
successful for infants and toddlers.  Very young children are influence greatly by our 
behavior, and they are keen observers of what we do and say.  If we are enthusiastic, 
interested, and clearly enjoying the story, children will be more likely to feel these 
things too.  Pleasure is contagious and so is boredom.

In September, Smart Start’s Butler Dads joined with Vision 2020 in El Dorado to 
adopt a kindergarten classroom as part of the mentoring program. The men go to 
Skelly Elementary School one time each week to serve as mentors to this young 

group of children. Recently, the dads and their kindergarten class were featured on 
the front page of The El Dorado Times!


